

April 6, 2022
Dr. Nikki Preston
Fax#:  989-463-2824

RE:  Donald Howell
DOB:  02/23/1944

Dear Nikki:

This is a followup for Mr. Howell in person with advanced renal failure, underlying COPD, CHF, coronary artery disease and prior right-sided renal artery stenosis and stenting.  Last visit was in October.  The patient comes accompanied with wife Bernadette.  Skin cancer over the left ear, multiple surgeries dermatology Dr. Messenger.  A number of antibiotics exposure, amoxicillin and Cipro, is still not healing.  Ultrasound and CAT scans have been done.  Presently no fever, no vomiting and no diarrhea.  No bleeding.  Good urine output.  No cloudiness or blood.  Stable edema.  Stable dyspnea.  No orthopnea or PND.  No purulent material or hemoptysis.  No chest pain, palpitation or syncope.

Medications:  Medication list is reviewed.  I want to highlight the Lasix, Prazosin, Norvasc, and Lopressor.  No antiinflammatory agents.

Physical Examination:  Today blood pressure 108/60 on the right and 120/62 on the left.  Decreased hearing.  Normal speech.  No facial asymmetry.  Alert and oriented x3.  COPD abnormalities.  No localized rales.  No pleural effusion.  No gross arrhythmia.  No pericardial rub.  Obesity of the abdomen.  No ascites.  Stable edema.
Labs:  Most recent chemistries March, creatinine 2 and that is baseline.  There is no progression.  GFR 32 stage IIIB.  Electrolytes, acid base, nutrition, calcium, and phosphorus normal.  No anemia.
Assessment and Plan:
1. CKD stage IV which appears to be stable.  No evidence of progression. No indication for dialysis.  No symptoms of uremia, encephalopathy, pericarditis or pulmonary edema.

2. Hypertension well controlled.

3. Right-sided renal artery stenosis prior stenting.

4. Prior smoker COPD clinically stable.

5. Sleep apnea oxygen at night.
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6. Coronary artery disease and CHF stable.

7. Diabetes without decompensation.

8. Left-sided ear skin cancer status post débridement, present antibiotics, Cipro is not nephrotoxic, the concern is more related to musculoskeletal abnormalities.  There is reported ligament tendon rupture, muscle rupture.  Continue to monitor chemistries overtime.  Come back in the next 3 to 4 months.
All above issues were discussed with the patient. Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction. Patient verbalized understanding.

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
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